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celebrates its 80th anniversary 
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Dan Crane .................................................................Secretary  
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Shari Stockero ...............................Director & Festival Treasurer  
Julie Meyers ...........................................Marketing Chairperson  
Neil Ahola....................................................................Director  
Lynn Gierke .................................................................Director  
Ross Rinkinen ..............................................................Director  
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LIONS CLUB 2026 ROSTER
Aho, Lance 
Ahola, Neil 
Bates, Erica 
Beck, Julie 

Bender, Kevin 
Berg, Lois 
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Bosley, Kriss 
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Crane, Dan 
Crane, Mary 

DePuydt, Barb 
Eckhart, Al 

Eckhart, Mary 
Evert, Judy 
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Fraser, Karen 
Gierke, Lynn 

Goodall, Moriah 
Gorcowski, Brian 
Graef, Stephanie 
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Hackman, Wendy 
Hazellief, Gerard 
Hazellief, Jeannie 
Helman, Lou Ellyn 

Hiltunen, Pam 
Kuntze, Walt 

Lawrence, Annette 
Lawrence, Weston 

Lehman, John 
Leukuma, Naomi 

Manderfield, James 
Meyers, Julie 
Meyers, Keith 
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June 

Moore, Mat 
Moore, Dennis 
Moros, Joanne 

Morrissey, Arleen 
Nakamura, Asako 
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Palosaari, Steve 
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Reed, Nancy 

Rinkinen, Ross 
Schmidt, Soren 
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Dedication 
David Strong 

May 12, 1952 - September 24, 2025 

David Rand Strong was born on May 12, 1952 to Alfred and Esther 
(Niemi) Strong. Dave graduated from Hancock High School. He 
attended Michigan Tech University where he studied mathematics. 
Dave completed several degrees from MTU including two Master’s 
degrees. Dave’s career began in Kimberly, Wisconsin where he taught 
high school math and physics. He moved back to the area and taught 
math for six years at Hancock HIgh School. The majority of his career 
was spent at MTU, first in the Financial Aid Office and later as a 
Senior Programmer/Analyst. Dave retired from MTU in 2012 and 
went to work for the University of Michigan, Flint as a Financial Aid 
Systems Manager until 2019. 

Dave married Jacalyn Dorvinen in 1977 and they celebrated 48 
years together. Family and faith were very important to Dave. He was 
a life-long member of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church where he served as 
an usher and reader for 58 years. He was his children’s biggest fan 
and supporter, and Dave’s grandchildren were his joy. “Papa” was 
always up for side-by-side rides and the first one to volunteer for 
swimming with the kids.  

A proud member of the community, Dave was active in many 
organizations including the Chassell Lions Club, the Hancock All 
School Reunion Planning Committee, the Huskies Club, the Blue Line 
Club and the MTU Film Board where he served as an advisor. He 
could be found where he loved doing things best-at the Simar Manor 
“hunting” camp, on the lake, at any hockey game, on the pickleball 
court or spending a few months enjoying the sunshine in the Villages, 
Florida. Dave was a well-known aficionado of 60’s music and trivia. 
As a silver lining, local radio listeners will be happy to know that they 
now have a chance at winning daily trivia contests! 

Dave was a dedicated member of the Chassell Lions for 37 years 
and loved being a Chassell Lion! No matter what needed to be done, 
you could always count on him. Every Strawberry Festival, Berry 
Cleaning, annual Halloween Party, Highway Cleanup, Ringing the 
Bell for the Salvation Army, and monthly General Membership 
Meetings always included Dave. He wore a smile on his face and a 
desire to help at all times.  

 Dave is survived by his wife Jacalyn and their children Darcy 
(Monique) and Abbey (Chris Pettinelli) and grandchildren Cora, Rian, 
Kasen and Aiden. Dave had a special bond with his “hunting” buddies 
Don Morin, Bob Perrault, Pete Wickley, Zip Parker, Richard Salani 
and Bill Largent. Dave leaves a big hole in their lives and will be dearly 
missed by his many family members, friends, church and community.  

“To give real service you must add something which cannot be 
bought or measured with money, and that is sincerity and integrity.” 

 ~Douglas Adams 
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Friday, July 10, 2026 
9:00 am –      Serving of Strawberry Shortcake  
    8:00 pm     along with various food vendors. 

10:00 am –    Over 70 Outdoor Arts & Crafts Vendors 
     8:00 pm 

11:00 am -   Live music by Toni Saari 
    2:00 pm     Sponsored by Tarvis Lawn Care & Maintenance 

12:00 pm –   Chassell Heritage Center Open House 
     6:00 pm     42373 Hancock Street, Chassell 

3:30 pm -     Old Fashioned Cake Walk in the Open Pavillion 
    4:30 pm     by The Chassell Womens Club 

6:00 pm        Children’s Parade in the Open Pavilion 
                          Sponsored by Lou Ellyn Helman in Ron’s Memory 

7:00 pm         Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, National 
Anthem, Introduction of Queen Candidates, 
Sweepstakes Award, Citizen of the Year & Youth 
Citizen of the Year Awards, Strawberry Auction. 
Sponsored by Keweenaw Chevrolet GMC 

8:00 pm        Queen Crowning (time is approximate) 

9:00 pm –     Dance at the Chassell VFW Post 6507 - music by 
     1:00 am     “NINEOSIX” 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
7:00 am –      Breakfast at the Chassell School 
    10:00 am   by the Class of 2028. 

9:00 am –      Serving of Strawberry Shortcake, 
    4:00 pm     along with various food vendors. 
or until sold out  

9:00 am –      Over 70 Outdoor Arts & Crafts Vendors 
  4:00 pm        

11:00 am      Strawberry Festival Parade (Registration 9:30 - 
10:20 am - No Entry Fee) Sponsored by DP 
Construction and LJJ Construction 

After Parade  BBQ Chicken by Chassell Firefighters and First 
Responders Sponsored by Aire Care 

After Parade  Live Music by “Lightning Ridge” in the open  
pavilion. Sponsored by Keweenaw Petroleum Services 

12:00 noon – Chassell Heritage Center Open House 
     3:00 pm    42373 Hancock Street, Chassell 

12:00 noon – At the Chassell beach, The Michigan Tech   
   3:00 pm    Great Lakes Research Center (GLRC): Hands on 

demonstration on how the Great Lakes are 
studied by scientists. All ages welcome!. 

2:00 pm        Children’s Activities in the Park Sponsored by 
Barbara Worrall in Memory of Gary Worrall 

2:00 pm        Parade Winners Announced (Open Pavilion)  

www.CopperCountryStrawberryFestival.com

~ Schedule of Events ~
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Browse, Filter, and 
Favorite our vendors at 
the Strawberry Festival 
Market with FairMapr.  

Simply scan the QR code, 
and start planning your 

market experience today!



In the Park… 
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE is the tastiest tradition at the 

Festival. The dessert is prepared and served throughout the 
weekend by the Chassell Lions.  

BRATS, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS, CHEESE -
BURGERS & FRESH CUT FRENCH FRIES are available 
at the Chassell School Sports Booster Club booth. 

CHICKEN BARBEQUE (After the parade on Saturday ONLY) 
famous chicken barbeque is available from the Chassell 
Firefighters and First Responders, including sides and a drink. 
Sponsored by Aire Care 

ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE will be held in the 
Centennial Park. Featured items often include hand-woven 
rugs, jewelry, paintings and much more. 

CHILDREN’S FUN Time to scramble for treasure! On Sat -
urday afternoon children will gather at the volleyball court in 
the Park to hunt for coins of all amounts, toy animals, and 
eggs filled with simple strawberry trivia questions and fun 
stunts such as “What sound does a strawberry make?” Dollar 
bills will be awarded to winners. Are you a good guesser? 
Strawberry-decorated water bottles filled with all kinds of 
goodies will provide a challenge…and you can take them 
home! This year we will add a treasure hunt with strawberry 
stones painted by Ellie and Abby Worrall with dollar bill 
rewards. All participants will be treated to strawberry cookies 
for a sweet ending. This event is sponsored in memory of 
Gary Worrall who loved strawberries, children, and 
volunteering for the Chassell Lions Club. 

OLD FASHIONED CAKE WALK sponsored by the Chassell 
Womens Club returns again this year, with beautiful, 
homemade cakes donated by the members. The Cake Walk 
begins at 3:30 on Friday in the open pavilion. The cost of 
participation is $2.00 per round. Come on out, win a cake 
and have a “Strawberry Good Time!” Fun for the whole 
family…children especially are encouraged to participate. 

At the School 
ON SATURDAY MORNING JULY 11TH The Chassell 
High School Class of 2028 will serve breakfast at the 
Chassell School from  7:00 am-10:00 am 

Food Vendors in the Park 
Besides the Chassell Sports Booster Club's food booth and 
BBQ Chicken by the Chassell Firefighters & First 
Responders, the following food vendors in the park are: 
• Curious Pig (Smoking food with a twist) 
• KLR Indian Tacos, fry bread, sweets, loaded variety 

nachos, chili cheese bacon fries, spicy Korean pork, root 
beer floats. 

• Copper Island Bagels 
• Bosio Biscuit Company 
• Bronson’s Concessions LLC 
• KLR Iced Coffee and Bubble Tea 

~ Activities ~

~ 3 ~



~ 4 ~

~ Activities ~
Parades… 
THE CHILDREN’S PARADE is held at 6:00 on Friday 

evening. The parade takes place in the Park Pavilion. 
Various prizes are given for the most creative entries. See 
website for parade categories. Sponsored by Lou Ellyn 
Helman in memory of Ron. 

THE STRAWBERRY PARADE begins at 11:00 am on 
Saturday at the south edge of Chassell and moves north 
along U.S. 41. Participation is open to all, with cash 
prizes awarded to the most creative entries in various 
categories. Registration 9:30-10:20 AM and NO Entry 
Fees. Various prizes are given for the most creative 
entries. See website for parade categories. Parade 
sponsored by DP Construction and LJJ Construction. 

Please check our website 
www.CopperCountryStrawberryFestival.com 

for parade categories 

Music & Dance… 

THE FRIDAY EVENING DANCE from 9:00 pm - 1:00 am 
will be sponsored by the VFW. The Dance begins at the 
VFW after the Queen Crowning and is open to the public. 
Music will be provided by NINEOSIX. 

PARADE BANDS include Kingsford Middle School Band, Lake 
Linden-Hubbell Jazz Band and the Chassell Schools Band. 

MUSIC AFTER THE PARADE - On Saturday at 12:00, right 
after the Parade, come to the open pavilion to enjoy music 
from the band Lightning 
Ridge. The band consists 
of Bill Kautto, Mike Urbis 
and Chuck Peterson. 
Lightning Ridge has 
entertained Festival goers 
before and we are excited 
to welcome them back. 
They will perform their 
“Through the Years in 
Music Show.” They will 
share a variety of music 
including Coun try, Folk, 
Bluegrass and Old Rock 
and Roll. A special guest 
will also be featured! 
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At the Museum, “The Old School”… 
Friends of Fashion Show 
August 2, 2026: “The People of 
Paradise Come Alive” 

The Friends of Fashion will present this year’s summer 
show entitled “The People of Paradise Come 
Alive.” The show will be held at the Chassell Heritage 
Center on Sunday, August 2nd at 2:00 p.m. We are 
dedicating this year’s summer show in memory of Dave 
Bezotte, a founding member of the Heritage Center 
Museum since 1992. Four years ago Dave shared with 
the museum the struggles and history of the French 
Canadian families. Dave was related to many of these 
families. The French Canadian residents settled on the 
hill above and west of Chassell…along the Paradise 
Road. They emigrated from the Province of Quebec and 
formed a close knit neighborhood along the Paradise 
Road. They shared their skills in logging, farming, music 
and their faith, worshipping at St. Anne Church in 
Chassell. We are revisiting that show and refreshing the 
memories shared by Dave. 

The French Canadians were very devout in their 
worship. On Sunday mornings all of the neighbors would 
get into their buggies or sleighs, depending on the 
season. They formed a long train heading down to 
Chassell for Sunday mass at St. Annes Church. Some of 
the people in the photo below were Dave Bezotte’s great-
great aunts and uncles. 

We invite you to enjoy our show. Please join us and 
learn about the French Canadians and their fascinating 
stories. It will be a fun afternoon filled with history, 
photos, music, and vintage clothing. Tickets are $10, 
available at the door, cash only. Advance tickets can be 
purchased at the Heritage Center or Tim’s Chassell 
General Store. 
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(906) 487-5500 

All Your  
Quilting Needs!! 

46509 US 41 • Houghton, MI 49931 
 

Portage Quilt House

ROY
F A M I L Y

C H I R O P R A C T I C
&  W E L L N E S S

DR. TYLER ROY, DC & DR. JINNY SIRARD, DC

906.523.7089
404 E SHARON AVE, HOUGHTON | ROYFAMILYCHIRO.COM

SARAZIN DENTAL
F A M I LY  D E N T I S T R Y

SARAZINDENTAL.COM

ph: (906) 482-8601
fax: (906) 482-9953

info@sarazindental.com

896 Campus Drive
Hancock, MI 49930

Wilkinson’s Store 
117 Superior Avenue 

Baraga, MI 49908 

Hardware 

Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

State Licenses & Trail Permits 

Open 9am - 8pm Mon-Sat 

906-353-6257



L'Anse Family 
Dental PLLC 

 906-524-6420 
Fax 906-524-6821 

12 S. Fourth St. - L'Anse, MI 49946
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Hancock 
Bottling 

1800 Birch Street 
Hancock, MI  

(906) 482-3701

(906) 523-4800 

wot@leadfootengineering.com



McGannMcGann
 BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

(906) 482-4340 

612 Hancock Street 
Hancock, MI 49930
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P.O. Box 380 • 23400 Hellman 
Dollar Bay, MI 49922 

Phone: 906-482-1180 

info@hornerflooring.com • www.hornerflooring.com

Snowland liveStock 
RegiSteRed HigHland cattle 

Steven Palosaari 

906-370-4210 

snowlandlivestock@gmail.com 

41482 Pike River Rd • chassell, Mi 49916

AIRE CARE
(906) 482-3500 
Fax: (906) 482-3553 

47940 Madeleine St 

Houghton, MI 49931
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U.P. Engineers
& Architects, Inc.

800-562-7684

ENGINEERS ENGINEERS && ARCHITECTS ARCHITECTS

SILVERTHUMB JEWELRY
Finely Crafted Silver,

Copper & Stone Adornments

silverthumbjewelry.com
Robert Viele        Lake Linden, MI

217-299-0337
robinhood159@yahoo.com
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(906) 524-7315 
710 E Broad Street • L'Anse, MI 49946

ERICKSON 
FEED, SEED, & PET SUPPLY 

Main Street, Hurontown • Houghton, MI 

Serving the Community Since 1960

          
         

38554 Klingville Road 
Chassell, Michigan 49916 

(906) 523-4679 

 

Locally-owned u-pick berry farm 

Sturgeon River Kennels 
Boarding – Training 

906-523-4038 (Home/Kennel) – 906-370-9264 (Cell) 
41188 US Hwy 41 • Chassell, MI 49916 

bluemerlegirlz@yahoo.com

H & Y Marina
& Storage

906-523-2929

PO Box 251
21385 Hwy M-26

Hancock, MI 49930

Mercury, Armada Pontoons and Hewitt Dealer



PEPSI COLA 
Bottling Company  of Houghton 

309 E. Sharon Avenue 
Houghton, MI 49931 

(906) 482-0161

Dr. Anne Cooke, PT, DT, WCS 

906-370-9646 
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Makinen Centennial Farm 
Established 1914 

Seasonal, organically grown, Raspberries and Apples 
40326 Lower Worham Road 

Arleen Churan-Morrissey Chassell, MI 49916 
acmorrissey@att.net (906) 523-9018

CHASSELL IMPROVEMENT ASSOC. 

Supporting Chassell and the 
Strawberry Festival for over 30 years!

in the        of

Lake LindenLake Linden

 

Loading Zone II Bar & Grill 
“FINE DINING” 

Specialty: Homemade Pizza 
Family Restaurant - Delivery 

906-296-8441 — Open 11:00 Daily 
400 Calumet Street – Lake Linden, Michigan

GINO’S RESTAURANT 
PARTY AND BANQUET FACILITIES 

Complete Dinners - Short Orders - Italian Foods - Homemade 
Ravioli and Spaghetti Sauce - Chops - Steaks - Sea Food - Fish - 

Pizza - Chilled Wines - Cocktails 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED RESERVATIONS WELCOME 
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT AIR CONDITIONED OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

TEL: (906) 482-3020 • Hancock, MI 49930

mattsautobodyandglass.com 

47170 Hwy. M-26 • Atlantic Mine, MI 49905 
Glass: (906) 482-6161 — Body: (906) 482-3489

Diamond House International         Tel:1-906-523-7234 
903 Razorback Drive                                   Cell: 1-906-281-7315 
Suite #7                                                       Fax: 1-906-523-7366  
Houghton, MI 49931 

sales@diamondhouseinternational.com 
www.DiamondHouseInternational.com
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W Wickley
INSURANCE

Zion Lutheran Church 
Apostolic Lutheran Congregation of Hancock 

400 Ingot Street • Hancock 
906-482-1945 
Pastor Jesse Aho

Facebook or GierkeBlueberryFarm.com 
U-Pick Self Serve Honor System 

Daylight Hours 
37915 Klingville Rd 
Chassell, MI 49916 

Picking season starts mid August

Houghton • (906) 482-4323 

 www.autoproglass.com

TPSTPS
ConstructionConstruction

Tom P. Storm 
Licensed and Insured 

41143 Jalkanen Road 
Chassell, MI 49916 

www.tpstormconstruction.com 
906-523-4018 • cell: 906-370-1027

Copper Country 
Chiropractic 

903 Razorback Drive, Suite 2 • Houghton, MI 49931 

Ted Bier, DC    906.483.2255

Chassell Township Board 
Check us out on Facebook 

ChassellTownship.org
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CREDIT SERVICES INCORPORATED 
304 Quincy Street • Hancock, MI 49930 

 
www.csipays.com Phone: 906-482-4100 
csi@csipays.com Fax: 906-482-6724

787 Market Street 
Hancock, MI 49930 

906-523-5446

KEWEENAWKEWEENAWKEWEENAWKEWEENAW
OVERHEAD DOOR

KEWEENAWKEWEENAW

906.483.3791 • keweenawoverheaddoor.com 
19825 W. Sharon Ave • Houghton, MI 49931

PH: 906.482.9570 

FAX: 906.482.5570 

www.kewtitle.com | kta@kewtitle.com 

400 East Houghton Avenue, Suite B • Houghton, MI 49931

Krist Oil 
Chassell, MI 

www.kristoil.com
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kirkish@kirkishfurniture.net 906-482-0700 
kirkishfurn.com 1-800-535-0258 

1200 W. Memorial Dr. Houghton, MI 49931

Maki Landshaping 
& Contracting 

• Driveways • Septic Systems • Gravel, Topsoil, Sand 

(906) 523-6330 Kim Maki 
21808 E. Creamery Road • Chassell, MI 49916 

makiindustries@gmail.com 

Bill’s B&B 
Bill Voght, Owner 

409 W. Memorial • Houghton, MI 49931 

906-482-0440 
bnbbarbill@aol.com

“Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable 2026 Strawberry Festival!” 

52430 Duncan Ave • Hubbell, MI 49934 
T: +1 906 296 1333

725 Cedar Bluff Dr, 
Houghton, MI 49931 

(906) 482-2020

Indian Country Sports, Inc. 
Complete Sporting Goods 

Hunt • Fish • Camp • Paddle • Play 
17 S. Front St. • L’Anse, MI 

906-524-6518

Peterlin Distributing Co. 
Distributors of Beer, Wine, Red Bull 

Calumet, MI • 906-337-0213

THE
MINERS
STATE BANK
Banking Simplified

www.TheMinersStateBank.com               906-482-5131
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514 Shelden Ave • Houghton, MI 49931 
906-523-5363 

chickadeeshoton@gmail.com

WOODLAND
FIREARMS & SUPPLY

508 US Hwy 41 South
Baraga, MI 49908
Phone 906-353-1911
Fax: 906-353-1911

• Ammo
• Licenses
• Long Guns
• Hand Guns

906-523-5016 

Kristi Kirkpatrick LMT, CST 

903 Razorback Dr, Suite 1 • Houghton MI 49931

REIDRERERERR IDRREIDEID
Funeral Service and Chapel

18240 US 41 
L’Anse, MI 49946 

906-524-6824 
www.reidfuneralservicechapel.com • reid@up.net

Peterson's

   906-482-2343

4 SUNS
Fish & Chips
OUTDOOR CAFÉ

49813 Hwy US41 •  Hancock, MI • Across from The Quincy Mine

Come as a guest 
Leave as a friend

Kyle Storm, Agency Owner

Storm Insurance Agency
2572 US Hwy 41 W, Ste B, Marquette, MI 49855
42194 Willson Memorial Dr., Chassell, MI 49916
906-228-8249
Kyle.Storm@Meemic.com



A-1 General Contracting & 
Interior Finishes 

315 Dakota St., Hancock, MI 
(906) 281-6626 

Amy J's Pasty & Bake Shop 
1000 N. Lincoln Drive Hancock, MI 

(906) 482-BAKE (2253) 

Artley’s Greenhouse 
New Location 

15553 Skanee Road, L'Anse, MI 
(906) 395-7973 

Baraga Drive In 
1156 S. Superior Ave 

Baraga, MI 49908 

Chassell General Store 
“A Little Bit of Everything”  

Downtown Chassell • (906) 481-8030 

Crane Berry Farm 
44416 Paradise Road 

Chassell, MI • (906) 523-6191 

Dollar Bay Linoleum & Tile Co. 
48750 Main Street • Dollar Bay, MI 

(906) 482-5700 

Goodwin Motors, Inc. 
46445 US 41, Houghton 

(906) 482-0302 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
42905 Willson Memorial Dr – Chassell, MI 

Sunday Worship, 10 a.m. 

J. Jukuri Spa & Salon 
www.jjukurispa.com 

Houghton, MI • (906) 482-2200  
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Jim’s Foodmart 
Shop Online @jimsfoodmart.com 

300 Pearl St. Houghton • (906) 482-4080 

Copper Crown 
235 Hancock St, Hancock, MI 49930 

Phone: (906) 482-6111 

Niemela Family Growers 
Tapiola Road, Chassell, MI 

(906) 523-4362 

Northern Auto, Inc. 
625 Quincy St., Hancock 

(906) 482-0620 

Northwoods Sporting Goods 
Guns, Ammo, Fishing and More 

Downtown Hancock • 906-482-5210 

Ohtonen Farm 
Hay for Sale 

(906) 523-4377 

Peninsula Powder Coating 
128 Hemlock St. 

Baraga, MI 49908 

Sunflower Books and Coffee 
Quincy St. Hancock, MI - (906) 523-7511 
"Used books, ice cream, coffee, and more" 

Super 8 Motel 
Houghton on the Waterfront 

1200 E. Lakeshore Drive • Houghton 

Whitecaps Cottage 
Vacation Rental on Lake Superior 

www.whitecapscottage.com

SILVER PATRONS



Compliments of the 
Chassell Lions Club 

Copper Country Strawberry Festival 

We Serve 

The Chassell Lions Club 
celebrates its 80th anniversary 

LIONS CLUB OFFICERS 
George Stockero.........................................................President 
Steve Palosaari ...................................................Past President  
Mary Crane .................................................First Vice President 
Keith Meyers ...........................................Second Vice President 
Christina Smigowski....................................................Treasurer  
Dan Crane .................................................................Secretary  
Judy Evert............Recording Secretary/Membership Chairperson  
Shari Stockero ...............................Director & Festival Treasurer  
Julie Meyers ...........................................Marketing Chairperson  
Neil Ahola....................................................................Director  
Lynn Gierke .................................................................Director  
Ross Rinkinen ..............................................................Director  
Barb Worrall.................................................................Director   

LIONS CLUB 2026 ROSTER
Aho, Lance 
Ahola, Neil 
Bates, Erica 
Beck, Julie 

Bender, Kevin 
Berg, Lois 

Binroth,William 
Borree, Lynnette 

Bosley, Kriss 
Chamberlain, Eric 

Chamberlain, Karalyn 
Crane, Dan 
Crane, Mary 

DePuydt, Barb 
Eckhart, Al 

Eckhart, Mary 
Evert, Judy 
Evert, Nick 

Fraser, Karen 
Gierke, Lynn 

Goodall, Moriah 
Gorcowski, Brian 
Graef, Stephanie 
Haataja, Severi 

Hackman, Wendy 
Hazellief, Gerard 
Hazellief, Jeannie 
Helman, Lou Ellyn 

Hiltunen, Pam 
Kuntze, Walt 

Lawrence, Annette 
Lawrence, Weston 

Lehman, John 
Leukuma, Naomi 

Manderfield, James 
Meyers, Julie 
Meyers, Keith 

Michaelson-Haataja, 
June 

Moore, Mat 
Moore, Dennis 
Moros, Joanne 

Morrissey, Arleen 
Nakamura, Asako 

Neves, Lara 
Palosaari, Steve 
Palossari, Dan 
Parker, Gerald 

Pietila, Jeff 
Pleshe, Judy 

Raymond, Paul 
Reed, Nancy 

Rinkinen, Ross 
Schmidt, Soren 
Schreiner, Kathy 

Smigowski, Christina 
Smith, Mark 

Shearer, Betsy 
Sandberg, Ingrid 

Spahn, Steve 
Stockero, George 
Stockero, Shari 
Tepsa, Hazel 
Tervo, Naomi 

Trewartha, Mollie 
Uponen, Lori 

Van Westenburg, John 
Vaught, James 
Wilson, Fritz  
Worrall, Barb 
Yarina, Kirk

Dedication 
David Strong 

May 12, 1952 - September 24, 2025 

David Rand Strong was born on May 12, 1952 to Alfred and Esther 
(Niemi) Strong. Dave graduated from Hancock High School. He 
attended Michigan Tech University where he studied mathematics. 
Dave completed several degrees from MTU including two Master’s 
degrees. Dave’s career began in Kimberly, Wisconsin where he taught 
high school math and physics. He moved back to the area and taught 
math for six years at Hancock HIgh School. The majority of his career 
was spent at MTU, first in the Financial Aid Office and later as a 
Senior Programmer/Analyst. Dave retired from MTU in 2012 and 
went to work for the University of Michigan, Flint as a Financial Aid 
Systems Manager until 2019. 

Dave married Jacalyn Dorvinen in 1977 and they celebrated 48 
years together. Family and faith were very important to Dave. He was 
a life-long member of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church where he served as 
an usher and reader for 58 years. He was his children’s biggest fan 
and supporter, and Dave’s grandchildren were his joy. “Papa” was 
always up for side-by-side rides and the first one to volunteer for 
swimming with the kids.  

A proud member of the community, Dave was active in many 
organizations including the Chassell Lions Club, the Hancock All 
School Reunion Planning Committee, the Huskies Club, the Blue Line 
Club and the MTU Film Board where he served as an advisor. He 
could be found where he loved doing things best-at the Simar Manor 
“hunting” camp, on the lake, at any hockey game, on the pickleball 
court or spending a few months enjoying the sunshine in the Villages, 
Florida. Dave was a well-known aficionado of 60’s music and trivia. 
As a silver lining, local radio listeners will be happy to know that they 
now have a chance at winning daily trivia contests! 

Dave was a dedicated member of the Chassell Lions for 37 years 
and loved being a Chassell Lion! No matter what needed to be done, 
you could always count on him. Every Strawberry Festival, Berry 
Cleaning, annual Halloween Party, Highway Cleanup, Ringing the 
Bell for the Salvation Army, and monthly General Membership 
Meetings always included Dave. He wore a smile on his face and a 
desire to help at all times.  

 Dave is survived by his wife Jacalyn and their children Darcy 
(Monique) and Abbey (Chris Pettinelli) and grandchildren Cora, Rian, 
Kasen and Aiden. Dave had a special bond with his “hunting” buddies 
Don Morin, Bob Perrault, Pete Wickley, Zip Parker, Richard Salani 
and Bill Largent. Dave leaves a big hole in their lives and will be dearly 
missed by his many family members, friends, church and community.  

“To give real service you must add something which cannot be 
bought or measured with money, and that is sincerity and integrity.” 

 ~Douglas Adams 
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